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Data extracted in March 2018.
Planned article update: April 2019.

This article presents European Union (EU) statistics on international migration (flows), number of national
and non-national citizens in population ("stocks") and data relating to the acquisition of citizenship. Migration
is influenced by a combination of economic, environmental, political and social factors: either in a migrant’s
country of origin (push factors) or in the country of destination (pull factors). Historically, the relative economic
prosperity and political stability of the EU are thought to have exerted a considerable pull effect on immigrants.

In destination countries, international migration may be used as a tool to solve specific labour market shortages.
However, migration alone will almost certainly not reverse the ongoing trend of population ageing experienced
in many parts of the EU.

Migration flows: 2 million non-EU immigrants

A total of 4.3 million people immigrated to one of the EU-28 Member States during 2016, while at least 3.0
million emigrants were reported to have left an EU Member State. These total figures do not however represent
the migration flows to/from the EU as a whole, since they also include flows between different EU Member States.

Among these 4.3 million immigrants during 2016, there were an estimated 2.0 million citizens of non-EU
countries, 1.3 million people with citizenship of a different EU Member State from the one to which they immi-
grated, around 929 thousand people who migrated to an EU Member State of which they had the citizenship
(for example, returning nationals or nationals born abroad), and some 16 thousand stateless people.
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Immigration by citizenship, 2016

Non-nationals

imrr-lri;:'aalnts Nationals Total Citizens of other Citizens of S
EU Member States nen-member countries
(thousands) (thousands) (%) (thousands) (%) (thousands) (%) (thousands) (%) (thousands) (%)
Belgium 123.7 176 14.2 105.4 852 58.9 476 46.5 3786 0.0 0.0
Bulgaria 21.2 9.3 43.6 12.0 56.3 1.3 6.2 10.6 50.0 0.0 0.2
Czech Republic 64.1 45 71 59.5 92.9 296 46.3 29.9 468.7 0.0 0.0
Denmark 74.4 19.7 26.5 54.6 735 250 336 286 38.4 11 1.5
Germany (') 10299 1105 10.7 9128 886 403.6 392 507.0 482 22 02
Estonia 14.8 71 48.1 7.7 51.9 35 237 42 28.2 0.0 0.0
Ireland 85.2 28.0 32.9 56.1 65.8 28.9 33.9 212 31.9 0.0 0.0
Greece 116.9 30.7 26.3 86.1 737 16.6 14.2 69.5 59.5 0.0 0.0
Spain 414.7 626 15.1 352.2 84.9 116.3 28.0 2356 56.8 0.2 0.1
France 378.1 1372 36.3 2409 63.7 827 219 168.2 418 00 0.0
Croatia 14.0 7.7 55.3 6.2 447 22 156.8 4.0 28.9 0.0 0.0
Italy 300.8 378 12.6 262.9 8r.4 62.7 20.8 200.2 66.6 0.0 0.0
Cyprus 17.4 38 205 13.8 79.5 7.4 423 6.5 373 0.0 0.0
Latvia 8.3 49 58.7 3.4 41.0 0.5 6.0 29 34.9 0.0 0.1
Lithuania 202 142 70.5 6.0 205 08 37 52 257 00 0.1
Luxembourg 229 1.3 5.8 215 941 16.0 69.7 56 243 0.0 0.0
Hungary 53.6 29.8 56.6 23.8 44.4 10.5 19.6 13.3 24.7 0.0 0.0
Malta 17.1 1.4 8.1 18.7 91.9 9.0 526 6.7 393 0.0 0.0
Netherlands 189.2 425 225 144.8 76.5 63.9 338 6.7 40.5 42 2.2
Austria 1295 98 75 119.6 92 4 64.7 50.0 545 421 05 04
Poland (3)(*) 208.3 105.4 50.6 102.9 49.4 228 10.8 80.1 38.4 0.0 0.0
Portugal (%) 29.9 14.9 49.7 15.1 50.3 7.2 241 7.8 26.2 0.0 0.0
Romania 137.5 119.6 87.0 17.9 13.0 5.6 41 12.3 8.9 0.0 0.0
Slovenia 16.6 29 17.2 13.8 828 34 20.4 10.4 62.4 0.0 0.0
Slovakia 77 41 530 36 470 3.0 389 06 81 00 0.0
Finland 349 76 21.9 26.9 7.0 71 203 19.6 56.3 0.2 0.5
Sweden 163.0 20.0 12.3 142.5 8r.4 30.5 18.7 104.4 64.0 746 4.6
United Kingdom 5898.0 742 12.6 514.8 87.4 249.4 42.3 265.4 451 0.0 0.0
Iceland 8.7 23 26.2 6.4 738 53 60.9 1.1 12.8 0.0 0.0
Liechtenstein 06 02 202 04 708 02 374 02 334 00 0.0
Norway 61.5 6.7 10.9 54.7 891 214 349 324 52.7 09 1.5
Switzerland 149.3 24.3 16.3 125.0 83.7 87.3 58.5 37.6 25.2 0.0 0.0

Note: The individual values do not add up to the total due to rounding and the exclusion of the 'unknown' citizenship group from the table.

(') Break in series.
(?) Provisional.
() Estimate.

Source: Eurostat (online data code: migr_immctz)
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Table 1: Immigration by citizenship, 2016Source: Eurostat (migr immilctz)

Germany: the largest number of immigrants and emigrants

Germany reported the largest total number of immigrants (1 029.9 thousand) in 2016, followed by the United
Kingdom (589.0 thousand), Spain (414.7 thousand), France (378.1 thousand) and Italy (300.8 thousand). Ger-
many also reported the highest number of emigrants in 2016 (533.8 thousand), followed by the United Kingdom
(340.4 thousand), Spain (327.3 thousand), France (309.8 thousand), Poland (236.4 thousand) and Romania
(207.6 thousand). A total of 21 of the EU Member States reported more immigration than emigration in 2016,
but in Bulgaria, Croatia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Portugal and Romania the number of emigrants outnum-
bered the number of immigrants.

Relative to the size of the resident population, Luxembourg recorded the highest rates of immigration in 2016
(39 immigrants per 1 000 persons), followed by Malta (38 immigrants per 1 000 persons)— see Figure 1.For
emigration, the highest rates in 2016 were reported for Luxembourg (23 emigrants per 1 000 persons), Malta,
Lithuania and Cyprus (all with 18 emigrants per 1 000 persons) and Ireland (13 emigrants per 1 000 persons).
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Immigrants, 2016
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Figure 1: Immigrants, 2016(per 1 000 inhabitants)Source: Eurostat (migr immlctz) and
(migr poplctz)

Highest share of national immigrants for Romania, lowest for Luxembourg

In 2016, the relative share of national immigrants, in other words immigrants with the citizenship of the EU
Member State to which they were migrating, within the total number of immigrants was highest in Romania
(87 % of all immigrants), Lithuania (71 %), Latvia (59 %), Hungary (56 %), Croatia (55 %) and Slovakia (53
%). These were the only EU Member States where national immigration accounted for more than half of the
total number of immigrants — see Figure 2. By contrast, in Luxembourg, national immigration represented no
more than 6 % of their total immigration in 2016.
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Distribution of immigrants by citizenship, 2016
% of all immigrants)
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Figure 2: Distribution of immigrants by citizenship, 2016(% of all immigrants)Source: Eurostat
(migr imm2ctz)

Information on citizenship has often been used to study immigrants with a foreign background. However, since
citizenship can change over the life-time of a person, it is also useful to analyse information by country of birth.
The relative share of native-born immigrants within the total number of immigrants was highest in Romania
(66 % of all immigrants), followed by Poland (58 %) and Lithuania (57 %). By contrast, Luxembourg and
Austria reported relatively low shares of native-born immigrants, less than 6 % of all immigration in 2016.
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Immigration by country of birth, 2016

Foreign-born

imn;ri;':nts Native born Total Born in another Bornina Unknown
EU Member State non-member country
(thousands) (thousands) (%) (thousands) (%) (thousands) (%) (thousands) (%) (thousands) (%)
Belgium 123.7 15.4 12.4 107.6 86.9 521 421 56.5 44.8 08 0.6
Bulgaria 212 97 457 115 543 19 89 97 454 0.0 0.0
Czech Republic 641 10.0 15.7 54.0 84.3 235 36.6 306 47.7 0.0 0.0
Denmark T4.4 15.5 209 58.8 791 246 3341 342 46.0 0.0 0.0
Germany (') 1029.9 76.6 74 933.0 90.8 383.2 372 549.8 53.4 20.3 2.0
Estonia 14.8 6.6 447 8.2 553 3.6 241 46 31.2 0.0 0.0
Ireland 852 287 337 553 649 28.4 333 269 316 1.1 1.3
Greece 116.9 26.8 229 90.0 771 19.3 16.5 707 60.5 0.0 0.0
Spain 414.7 338 8.2 380.9 91.8 1051 253 275.8 66.5 0.0 0.0
France 3781 94 4 250 2837 750 838 222 199.9 529 0.0 0.0
Croatia 14.0 36 259 10.4 741 2.4 17.2 8.0 56.9 0.0 0.0
Italy 3008 291 97 2M.7 90.3 553 18.4 216.4 71.9 0.0 0.0
Cyprus 17.4 34 19.6 14.0 80.4 6.8 392 72 411 0.0 0.0
Latvia 8.3 4.0 47.9 43 51.7 1.4 16.2 3.0 35.4 0.0 0.4
Lithuania 202 11.6 57.3 8.6 42.7 1.6 7.7 71 35.0 0.0 0.0
Luxembourg 229 1.3 58 214 936 14.0 61.1 74 325 0.1 06
Hungary 5368 16.5 30.8 371 69.2 14.8 272 225 42.0 0.0 0.0
Malta 171 1.6 9.6 154 90.4 8.3 487 71 41.8 0.0 0.0
Netherlands 189.2 283 15.0 160.9 85.0 61.1 323 998 528 0.0 0.0
Austria 129.5 7.8 6.0 119.1 92.0 60.68 45.8 58.8 452 26 2.0
Poland (*)(*) 208.3 121.5 58.3 82.8 39.8 309 14.8 51.9 249 4.0 1.8
Portugal () 299 11.8 394 18.1 60.6 74 248 10.7 357 0.0 0.0
Romania 137.8 901 65.5 459 33.4 9.9 72 361 26.2 1.8 1.1
Slovenia 16.6 2.0 12.1 14.6 87.9 3.2 19.3 11.4 68.6 0.0 0.0
Slovakia 7 11 14.3 6.6 857 52 67.0 14 18.7 0.0 0.0
Finland 349 6.3 18.1 278 79.0 7.0 20.0 208 58.9 1.0 3.0
Sweden 163.0 15.3 9.4 147.5 90.5 29.6 18.1 1179 72.3 0.2 0.1
United Kingdom 589.0 63.3 10.7 5257 89.3 2388 405 286.9 487 0.0 0.0
Iceland 8.7 1.7 201 6.7 76.8 51 59.0 15 17.8 0.3 32
Liechtenstein 06 0.0 6.3 0.6 93.7 0.2 379 0.3 55.8 0.0 0.0
Norway 615 44 71 571 929 20.4 332 367 507 0.0 0.0
Switzerland 149.3 17.5 1.7 131.1 87.8 78.3 52.8 52.7 35.3 0.8 0.5

Note: The values for the different categories of country of birth may not sum to the total due to rounding.

(") Break in series.
() Provisional.
(*) Estimate.

Source: Eurostat (online data code: migr_imma3ctb)
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Table 2: Immigration by country of birth, 2016Source: Eurostat (migr imma3ctb)

Half of immigrants were aged below 28
Regarding the gender distribution of immigrants to the EU Member States in 2016, there were slightly more men

than women (55 % compared with 45 %). The Member State reporting the highest share of male immigrants
was Slovenia (63 %); by contrast, the highest share of female immigrants was reported in France (51 %).
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Immigrants by sex, 2016
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Figure 3: Immigrants by sex, 2016(% of all immigrants)Source: Eurostat (migr imm2ctz)

Immigrants into EU Member States in 2016 were, on average, much younger than the total population already
resident in their country of destination. On 1 January 2017, the median age of the total population of the
EU-28 stood at 42.9 years, while it was 27.9 years for immigrants to EU-28 in 2016.
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Age structure of immigrants by citizenship, EU-28, 2016
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Note: Age definition is reached for all Member States with the exception of Ireland, Greece, Malta, Austria, Romania, Slovenia and the United Kingdom. Those transmitted immigration flows under age completed definition.
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Figure 4: Age structure of immigrants by citizenship, EU, 2016(%)Source: Eurostat
(migr imm?2ctz)
Previous residence: 2.4 million immigrants entered the EU in 2016

In 2016, there were an estimated 2.4 million immigrants to the EU-28 from non-EUcountries. In addition,
1.8 million people previously residing in one EU Member State migrated to another Member State.

An analysis by previous residence reveals that Luxembourg reported the largest share of immigrants com-
ing from another EU Member State (93 % of its total number of immigrants in 2016), followed by Slovakia (80
%) and Romania (74 %); relatively low shares were reported by Sweden (24 % of all immigrants), as well as
Italy (25 %) — see Table 3.
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Immigration by previous country of residence, 2016

Total From an EU Member State of previous From a non-member country of previous From an unknown country of
immigrants residence residence previous residence
(thousands) (thousands) (%) (thousands) (%) (thousands) (%)

Belgium 1237 719 58.1 513 415 04 03
Bulgaria 212 73 343 139 656 0.0 0.1
Czech Republic 84.1 288 449 353 851 0.0 00
Denmark 744 332 448 40.7 548 05 06
Germany (") 10299 4449 432 505.0 490 80.0 78
Estonia 148 94 832 47 318 0.7 50
Ireland 85.2 46.1 54.1 39.1 45.9 0.0 0.0
Greece 116.9 43.0 36.8 73.9 63.2 0.0 0.0
Spain 414.7 1281 308 286.6 69.1 0.0 0.0
France 3781 135.3 358 2428 64.2 0.0 0.0
Croatia 14.0 56 39.7 8.3 596 0.1 0.6
Italy 300.8 751 250 2257 75.0 0.0 0.0
Cyprus 17.4 9.6 55.1 7.8 449 0.0 0.0
Latvia 8.3 48 57.3 3.6 427 0.0 0.0
Lithuania 20.2 1.1 55.1 9.0 448 0.0 0.1
Luxembourg 229 21.3 93.1 16 8.9 0.0 0.0
Hungary 53.6 311 58.0 225 419 0.0 0.1
Malta 171 101 590 70 410 0.0 00
Netherlands 189.2 837 442 1043 551 12 07
Austria 1295 668 518 579 447 4.9 38
Poland (?)() 208.3 1134 545 949 455 0.0 00
Portugal (%) 299 15.0 50.3 149 497 0.0 00
Romania 1375 101.2 738 348 253 1.5 1.1
Slovenia 16.6 a1 307 11.5 69.3 0.0 0.0
Slovakia 77 6.2 80.0 1.5 200 0.0 0.0
Finland 34.9 12.9 37.0 21.8 62.3 0.2 07
Sweden 163.0 39.2 24.1 120.0 736 3.8 23
United Kingdom 589.0 2725 46.3 316.5 53.7 0.0 0.0
Iceland 87 6.4 739 22 254 0.1 07
Liechtenstein 0.6 02 29.2 0.4 705 0.0 03
Nerway 61.5 25.7 41.9 367 58.1 0.0 0.0
Switzerland 149.3 95.8 64.1 49.3 33.0 4.2 28
Mote: The values for the different categories of previous residence may not sum to the total due to rounding.
(") Break in series.
(2) Provisional.
(%) Estimate.
Source: Eurostat (online data code: migr_imm&prv)
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Table 3: Immigration by previous country of residence, 2016Source: Eurostat (migr imm5prv)

Migrant population: almost 22 million non-EU citizens living in the EU

The number of people residing in an EU Member State with citizenship of a non-member country on 1 January
2017 was 21.6 million, representing 4.2 % of the EU-28 population. In addition, there were 16.9 million per-
sons living in one of the EU Member States on 1 January 2017 with the citizenship of another EU Member State.

Regarding the country of birth, there were 36.9 million people born outside of the EU-28 living in an EU
Member State on 1 January 2017, while there were 20.4 million persons who had been born in a different EU
Member State from the one where they were resident. Only in Hungary, Ireland, Luxembourg, Slovakia and
Cyprus was the number of persons born in other EU Member States higher than the number born outside of

the EU-28.
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Foreign-born population by country of birth, 1 January 2017

Total Born in another Bornin a
EU Member State non-member country
(t:z:]sa (% of the population) (thousands) (% of the population) (thousands) (% of the populaticn)
Belgium 1876.7 16.5 876.5 7.7 1000.2 8.8
Bulgaria 145.4 20 52.2 0.7 93.2 1.3
Czech Republic 4651 44 181.4 1.7 2836 27
Denmark 668.1 11.6 2284 40 4397 76
Germany 121054 147 48489 59 72555 88
Estonia 192.5 14.6 20.1 1.5 172.4 13.1
Ireland 796.4 16.6 6006 126 1959 41
Greece 1250.9 11.6 3456 32 905.2 8.4
Spain 60247 12.9 10435 42 40812 88
France (') 81557 12.2 22207 33 59350 8.9
Croatia 5396 13.0 68.4 1.6 471.2 11.3
Italy(2) 6084.0 10.0 18376 30 4216.3 7.0
Cyprus 173.8 20.3 113.8 13.3 60.0 7.0
Latvia 2515 12.9 276 1.4 2238 11.8
Lithuania 127.4 45 20.5 0.7 106.8 3.8
Luxembourg () 270.0 457 206.2 347 64.8 11.0
Hungary 5136 5.2 3219 33 191.7 2.0
Malta 696 151 337 73 359 78
Netherlands 2137.2 12.5 580.6 34 1556.6 9.1
Austria 16490 18.8 7396 84 909 4 10.4
Poland (')(*) 651.8 1.7 220.9 06 431.0 1.1
Portugal 876.3 85 2402 23 636.1 62
Romania 421.8 21 180.1 09 2417 1.2
Slovenia 2454 11.9 66.4 3.2 179.0 8.7
Slovakia 186.2 34 183.7 28 326 0.6
Finland 349.0 6.3 122.2 22 226.8 41
Sweden 1783.2 17.8 540.4 54 12428 12.4
United Kingdom 92937 14.1 36129 55 5680.8 8.6
Iceland 46.1 13.6 31.4 9.3 14.7 4.4
Liechtenstein 2486 65.2 8.3 21.8 16.4 433
Norway 7998 152 3512 67 443 6 85
Switzerland 23915 284 1414.2 16.8 977.3 11.6

MNote: The values for the different categories of country of birth may not sum to the totals due to rounding.

(") Provisional.
() Break in series.
(*) Estimate.

Source: Eurostat (online data code: migr_pop3ctb)
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Table 4: Foreign-born population by country of birth, 1 January 2017 Source: FEurostat
(migr pop3ctb)

Highest share of foreign population in Luxembourg, lowest in Poland

In absolute terms, the largest numbers of non-nationals living in the EU Member States on 1 January 2017
were found in Germany (9.2 million persons), the United Kingdom (6.1 million), Italy (5.0 million), France (4.6
million) and Spain (4.4 million). Non-nationals in these five Member States collectively represented 76 % of the
total number of non-nationals living in all of the EU Member States, while the same five Member States had a
63 % share of the EU-28’s population.

In relative terms, the EU Member State with the highest share of non-nationals was Luxembourg, as non-
nationals accounted for 48 % of its total population. A high proportion of foreign citizens (10 % or more of
the resident population) was also observed in Cyprus, Austria, Estonia, Latvia, Belgium, Ireland, Malta and
Germany. In contrast, non-nationals represented less than 1 % of the population in Poland and Romania (0.6
% in both countries) and in Lithuania (0.7 %).

eurostat m Migration and migrant population statistics 9



Share of non-nationals in the resident population, 1 January 2017

k

40

30

20 I

=
|
I
Latvia |
]
.|
]
]
i ]
]
]
|
.
]
]
H
|
-
-
|

DJ. e e e e e e e e I . .l."_.-‘-.—.—‘ o
2] e ® © E © o] = C £ = c mFT O 5 @ WL T . © @ © [ . c o > T
o~ - 3 = £ c = C = o - oo B T = F £ = = = L c @ c
3 o & B 5 2 3 & 2 8 £ g T =8 g 8 £ 2 8 T & 5 E S 5 & o 2 5 z ©
] 5 = 3 % D2 3 =2 E 0 o L v 2 & > & 5 £t £ ¢ 2 2 2 35 £ = c & o© &

2 &0 x B T = 5 e £ 2 =2 &5 c B8 % &g 5 3 &2 3 5 E 5 o T N z =
c 5 o
o m ™ ¥ o @ T W c o T » m 5 o < 2 2
£ = w B = 3 S &
£ 2 Z 3 o 5
3 [ N
| 35 [&]
u Citizens of non-member countries Citizens of other EU Member States
(") Break in series.
(%) Estmate.
(%) Provisional
ource: Eurostat {(online data code: migr_pop1c
8 E tat (online data cod _poplctz

Figure 5: Share of non-nationals in the resident population, 1 January 2017(%)Source: Eurostat
(migr poplctz)

Foreign population made of non-EU citizens in most Member States

Belgium, Ireland, Cyprus, Luxembourg, Hungary, Malta, the Netherlands, Slovakia and the United Kingdom
where in 2016 the only EU Member States where non-nationals were mainly citizens of another Member State.
This means that in most EU Member States, the majority of non-nationals were citizens of non-EU countries
(see Table 5). In the case of Latvia and Estonia, the proportion of citizens from non-member countries is
particularly large due to the high number of recognised non-citizens (mainly former Soviet Union citizens, who
are permanently resident in these countries but have not acquired any other citizenship).
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Non-national population by group of citizenship, 1 January 2017

Citizens of another Citizens of a

Lot EU Member State non-member country S
(thousands (% of t.hE (thousands) HoE t.hE (thousands) ocl t.he (thousands) et t.hE
) peopulation) population) population) peopulation)

Belgium 1346.4 1.9 890.4 7.8 455.1 4.0 0.9 0.0
Bulgaria 794 1.1 1358 02 B84.1 089 19 0.0
Czech Republic 510.8 48 208.3 2.0 3026 29 0.0 0.0
Denmark 4849 8.4 202 4 35 2750 48 76 01
Germany 9220.0 1.2 39852 438 52237 6.3 1.1 0.0
Estonia 196.3 14.9 16.5 1.3 179.9 13.7 0.0 0.0
Ireland 564.9 118 426 5 89 138.3 29 01 0.0
Greece 810.0 75 2052 1.9 604.8 56 0.0 0.0
Spain 44196 95 193238 42 24858 53 1.0 0.0
France (') 46386 6.9 16877 2.4 30509 46 0.0 0.0
Croatia 46.0 1.1 151 0.4 301 0.7 0.8 0.0
Italy(?) 5047.0 83 15372 25 35091 58 07 0.0
Cyprus 140.4 16.4 1106 12.9 297 3.5 0.0 0.0
Latvia 279.4 14.3 59 03 2733 14.0 02 0.0
Lithuania 201 07 55 0.2 13.3 0.5 1.3 0.0
Luxembourg (?) 281.2 47.6 2403 40.7 40.8 6.9 0.2 0.0
Hungary 150.9 15 793 08 714 07 01 0.0
Malta 54.3 1.8 302 6.6 241 52 0.0 0.0
Netherlands 915.0 54 4891 29 413.4 24 125 0.1
Austria 13332 152 6555 7.5 673.2 1.7 4.5 0.1
Poland (")(*) 210.3 0.6 29.4 0.1 180.3 0.5 0.5 0.0
Portugal 3977 39 1182 1.1 2796 27 0.0 0.0
Romania 114.5 06 53.5 0.3 60.6 0.3 0.3 0.0
Slovenia 114.4 55 18.7 09 957 46 0.0 0.0
Slovakia 69.7 1.3 53.5 1.0 14.7 0.3 1.5 0.0
Finland 242.0 4.4 97.2 1.8 143.8 26 1.0 0.0
Sweden 8412 84 31056 31 8053 51 253 03
United Kingdom 60711 9.2 3626.5 5.5 24446 3.7 0.0 0.0
Iceland 30.3 8.9 252 7.4 5.0 15 0.1 0.0
Liechtenstein 12.8 338 6.7 17.8 6.1 16.0 0.0 0.0
Norway 559.1 106 348.5 6.6 207.4 39 31 0.1
Switzerland 20983 249 138298 16.4 716.1 8.5 04 0.0
Note: The values for the different categories of citizenship may not sum to the totals due to rounding.
(") Provisional.
() Break in series.
(%) Estimate.
Source: Eurostat (online data code: migr_popictz)

eurostati&

Table 5: Non-national population by group of citizenship, 1 January 2017Source: FEurostat
(migr poplctz)

Table 6 presents a summary of the five main groups of foreign citizens and foreign-born populations for the EU
Member States and EFTA countries (subject to data availability).

eurostat m Migration and migrant population statistics 11



Main countries of citizenship and birth of the foreign / foreign-born population, 1 January 2017

(in absolute numbers and as a percentage of the total foreign/foreign-born population)

Belgium Bulgaria

Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%) Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%)
France 1637 122 Morocco 2141114 Russia 209264 Russia 277 190
ftaly 196.3 11.6 France 1845 98 Syrian Arab Republic 11.5 14.5 Syrian Arab Republic 123 85
Netherlands 1532 114 Netherlands 1298 69 Turkey 107 134 Turkey, 102 .70
Morocco 826 61 Ital 1197 64 Ukraine 53 66 Ukraine 88 61
Romania 798 59 Turkey 985 53 United Kingdom 40 51 United Kingdom 87 60
Gther 7107 528 Other 11300 602 Other 27.0 341 Other 177534

Czech Republic Denmark

Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%) Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%)
Ukraine 1180 23 1 Ukraine 1103 237 Poland 376 718 Poland 394 59
Slovakia 107.4 21.0 Slovakia 989 213 Syrian Arab Republic 31.0 64 Germany 357 .53
Vietnam 595 117 Vietnam 466 10.0 Turkey 281.58 Syrian Arab Republic 335 50
Russia 37774 Russia 362 78 Romania 253 52 Turkey. 324 49
Germany 213 42 Poland 194 42 Germany 244 50 Romania 244 37
Gther 166.9 327 Other 1536 330 Other 3384 698 Other 5026 752

Germany Estonia

Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%) Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%)
Turkey 13363 145 Russia 867 441 Russia 1229638
Poland, 7260 79 Recognised non-citizen 179397 Ukraine 227118
Syrian Arab Republic 5773 .63 Ukraine 80 41 Belarus 107 586
ltaly 5668 6.1 Finland 40 21 Latvia 49 26
Romania 5071 55 Latvia 32 18 Finland 47 24
Gther 55065 597 Other 166 84 Other 266138

Ireland Spain

Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%) Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%)
Poland 127.0 22.5 : : Remania 693.8 19.5 | Morocco 899.5.118
United Kingdom 107.3 19.0 Morocco 665.6 15.1 Romania 611.9 10.2
Lithuania 383 68 United Kingdom 2935 66 Ecuador 4082 68
Romania 293 52 Italy 2038 46 Colombia 3615 60
Latvia 207 37 China 177.5 4.0 United Kingdom 2968 49
Gther 2423 429 Other 23953 542 Other 36468 605

Italy (") Latvia

Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%) Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%)
Romania 1168.6 23.2 Romania 1036.0 17.1 Recognised non-citizen 2229797 Russia 126.9 50.5
Albania 4484 89 Albania 4582 186 Russia 422 151 Belarus 455 181
Morocco 4207 83 Morocco 4345 72 Ukraine 34 12 Ukraine 330131
China 2820 56 Ukraine 2376 39 Lithuania 31 11 Lithuania 154 6.1
Ukraine 2344 48 China 2201 38 Belarug 1.9..0.7 | Kazakhstan 58.23
Gther 24931 494 Other 3667.5 606 Other 60 22 Other 248 99

Lithuania Luxembourg (%)

Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%) Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%)
Russia 83415 Russia 523 411 Portugal 96.8 34.4 Portugal 725268
Ukraine 25125 Belarus 300238 France 443157 France 390145
Poland 14 69 Ukraine. 124 98 Ital 213 78 Belgium 205 786
Stateless 13 64 Latvia 55 43 Belgium 200 71 Italy 170 63
Latvia 09 47 United Kingdom 50 39 Germany 13.1 47 Germany 16.5 6.1
Other 57 281 Other 221174 Other 00305 Other 1044387

Hungary Netherlands

Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%) Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%)
Romania 24.0 159 Romania 206.3 40.2 Poland 121.4 13.3 Turkey. 190.8 8.9
China, 191127 Ukraine. 558 109 Turkey 741 .81 Suriname 178684
German 186 123 Serbia 420 82 German; 733 80 Morocco 1687 79
Slovakia 95 63 Germany 324 63 Syrian Arab Republic 514 56 Poland 1266 59
Ukraine. 58 38 Slovakia 21,1 4.1 United Kingdom 453 49 Indonesia 1208 5.7
Other 738 489 Other 156.0 304 Other 5495 600 Other 13518 632

Austria Portugal

Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%) Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%)
Germany 181.6 136 Germany 224.0 136 Brazil 81.3 204 : N
Serbia 1185..89 Bosnia and Herzegovina 1643 100 Cape Verde, 366, 92
Turke: 1168 88 Turke; 1604 97 Ukraine 345 87
Bosnia and Herzegovina 946 71 Serbia 1391 84 Romania 304 77
Romania 921.89 Romania 1056 64 China 228 571
Other 7296 547 Other 8556 519 Other 1924 484

Romania Slovenia

Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%) Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%)
ftaly 14.9 13.0 Moldova 161.8 384 Bosnia and Herzegovina 504 440 Bosnia and Herzegovina 104.7 42.7
Moldova 93 81 ltaly. 565 134 Kosovo (%) 144126 Croatia 4561886

Former Yugoslav Republic
Turkey 84 73 Spain 422 100 of Macedonia 108 95 Serbia 246 100
China 75 65 Ukraine: 16.7 40 Serbia 106 93 Kosovo (%) 16.7_68
Former Yugoslav Republic
France 63 55 United Kingdom 153 386 Croatia 92 81 of Macedonia 165 67
Other 682 596 Other 1292 306 Other. 19.0 166 Other 372 152
Slovakia Finland

Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%) Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%)
Czech Republic 130 187 Czech Republic 880472 Estonia 515213 Former Soviet Union 565 162
Hungary 98 141 Hungary 166 89 Russia 310128 Estonia 457 13.1
Romania 6.3 90 Ukraine: 107 58 Iraq 98 41 Sweden 321.92
Poland 56.80 Romania 91.49 China 85 35 Iraq 138 40
Germany 39 57 United Kingdom 72 .38 Sweden 80 33 Russia 137 39
Other 3.1 448 Other 546 293 Other 133.2 55.0 Other 187.2 536

Sweden United Kingdom

Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%) Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%)
Syrian Arab Republic 1164 138 Finland 1536 86 Poland 10183 168 Poland 9255 100
Finland 558 686 Syrian Arab Republic. 1494 84 India 3722 8.1 India 8543 92
Poland, 525 62 Irag 1351786 Ireland 3356 55 Pakistan 5353 58
Somalia 413 49 Poland 887 50 Romania 3333 55 Ireland 3922 42
Denmark 352 42 Iran 706 40 ftaly 2393 39 Romania 3156 34
Other 540.0 84.2 Other 1185.7 66.5 Other 37724 621 Other 6270.9 67.5

Iceland Liechtenstein

Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%) Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%)
Poland 138 456 Poland 13.8 300 Switzerland 36282 Switzerland 135546
Lithuania 23 18 Denmark 34,74 Austria 22172 | Austria 39158
Germany 11.38 United States 22 47 Germany 16123 Germany 18 758
Denmark 09 29 Sweden 20 43 Ital 12 .93 Itat 09 35
Latvia 09 29 Lithuania 19 41 Portugal 07 586 Turkey 06 24
Other 11.3 374 Other 228 494 Other 35274 Other 4.0 16.2

Norway Switzerland

Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%) Citizens of (1000) (%) Born in (1000) (%)
Poland 1020 182 Poland 976 122 ftaly 1020 182 Germany 976 122
Sweden 444 79 Sweden 483 6.0 Germany 444 79 Italy. 483 6.0
Lithuania 425 18 Lithuania 37T 47 Portugal 425 786 Portugal 37T 47
Germany 249 45 Somalia 287 36 France 249 45 France 287 386
Denmark 230 41 | Germany. 280 35 Span 230 41 | Kosovo (%), 280 35
Other 3222 5786 Other 5596 70.0 Other 3222576 Other 5596 70.0

Note: The individual values do not add up to the total due to rounding. Greece, France, Gyprus, Malta, Poland and Croatia are not displayed because no detailed data by individual country are avail

(") Estimate.
(%) Break i series.

(%) This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of Independence.

Source: Eurostat (online data codes: migr_popctz and migr_pop3ctb)

eurostatE

Table 6: Main countries of citizenship and birth of the foreign/foreign-born population, 1 Jan-
uary 2017(in absolute numbers and as a percentage of the total foreign/foreign-born popula-
tion)Source: Eurostat (migr poplctz) and (migr pop3ctb)
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Romanian, Polish, Italian, Portuguese and German citizens were the five biggest groups of EU-citizens living
in other EU Member States in 2017 (See Figure 6).

Number of EU citizens that are usual residents in the rest of the EU as of 1 January 2017, EU-28
(million)
4
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MNote: Detailed data by individual EU citizenship have been provided by neither Cyprus nor Malta. Only detailed data by individual EU citizenship for the most numerous ones
have been provided by Spain.
Source: Eurostat (online data code: migr_pop1ctz)

Figure 6: Number of EU citizens that are usual residents in the rest of the EU as of 1 January
2017 (million)Source: Eurostat (migr poplctz)

Foreign citizens are younger than nationals

An analysis of the age structure of the population shows that, for the EU-28 as a whole, the foreign popu-
lation was younger than the national population. The distribution by age of foreigners shows, compared with
nationals, a greater proportion of relatively young working age adults. On 1 January 2017, the median age of
the national population in the EU-28 was 44 years, while the median age of non-nationals living in the EU was

36 years.
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Age structure of the national and non-national populations, EU-28, 1 January 2017
(%)
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Source: Eurostat (online data code: migr_pop2ctz)
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Figure 7: Age structure of the national and non-national populations, EU-28, 1 January
2017(%)Source: Eurostat (migr pop2ctz)

Acquisitions of citizenship: EU Member States granted citizenship to almost 1 million
persons in 2016

The number of people acquiring the citizenship of an EU Member State in 2016 was 994.8 thousand, corre-
sponding to an 18 % increase with respect to 2015.
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Number of persons having acquired the citizenship of an EU Member State, EU-28, 2009-16

(thousands)
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(") Includes Romanian data from 2009.

Source: Eurostat (online data code: migr_acq)
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Figure 8: Number of persons having acquired the citizenship of an EU Member State, EU-28,
2009-2016(thousands)Source: Eurostat (migr acq)

Ttaly had the highest number of persons acquiring citizenship in 2016, at 201.6 thousand (or 20 % of the EU-28
total). The next highest levels of acquisition of citizenship were in Spain (150.9 thousand), the United Kingdom
(149.4 thousand), France (119.2 thousand) and Germany (112.8 thousand).
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Persons having acquired the citizenship of the reporting country, 2016

of which:
Total former citizens of other former citizens of P " .
X ‘ormerly stateless unknown former citizenship
EU Member States non-member countries

"h°”]sa"ds (thousands) (% ofthe total)  (thousands) (% ofthe total) (thousands) (% of the total) (thousands) (% of the total)
EU-28 9948 120.2 12.1 863.3 86.8 6.3 0.6 4.9 0.5
Belgium 319 8.4 26.2 231 722 0.1 0.2 0.5 1.4
Bulgaria 16 0.0 0.9 16 97.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 16
Czech Republic 46 1.0 214 36 78.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6
Denmark 150 12 79 13 4 893 04 28 00 00
Germany 112.8 318 282 7986 708 09 08 05 05
Estonia (') 18 0.0 086 18 99 4 0.0 0.0 00 00
Ireland 100 33 331 67 669 00 00 00 00
Greece 332 09 26 323 973 0.0 0.0 00 00
Spain 150.9 36 2.4 147.3 976 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
France 119.2 8.6 72 108.2 90.8 0.0 0.0 2.3 1.9
Croatia 4.0 0.3 6.6 3T 932 0.0 0.0 0.0 02
Italy 2016 17.0 8.4 184.6 91.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Cyprus 4.7 1.3 26.9 34 729 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1
Latvia 20 0.3 13.4 1.7 849 0.0 02 0.0 1.5
Lithuania 0.2 0.0 1.7 01 773 0.0 21.0 0.0 0.0
Luxembourg 33 27 80.2 0.7 19.7 0.0 01 0.0 0.0
Hungary 4.3 33 75.8 1.0 242 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Malta 1.5 0.3 171 1.2 82.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Netherlands 285 26 92 258 90.4 0.1 0.4 0.0 0.0
Austria 85 1.3 15.5 7.2 841 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0
Poland 37 0.2 5.5 35 939 0.0 04 0.0 02
Portugal 251 09 a7 242 96.3 00 00 00 00
Romania (?) 45 0.0 02 45 997 0.0 01 00 00
Slovenia 13 01 52 12 948 0.0 0.0 00 00
Slovakia 05 02 419 03 574 0.0 08 00 00
Finland 94 12 127 79 847 01 11 01 15
Sweden 613 128 210 429 70.0 4.4 72 11 18
United Kingdom 149.4 17.2 11.5 131.8 88.2 0.2 01 0.2 0.2
Iceland 0.7 0.4 50.5 0.3 458 0.0 3T 0.0 0.0
Liechtenstein 0.2 01 34.7 01 64.1 0.0 1.2 0.0 0.0
Norway 13.7 1.3 9.3 12.2 886 0.3 20 0.0 0.1
Switzerland 429 23.1 53.9 19.7 46.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1

MNote: The values for the different categories of former citizenship may not sum to the total due to rounding.

(") Break in series.
(%) Estimate.

Source: Eurostat (online data code: migr_acq)

eurostat@E

Table 7: Persons having acquired the citizenship of the reporting country, 2016Source: Eurostat
(migr acq)

In absolute terms, the highest increases compared with 2015 were observed in Spain, as 36 600 more residents
were granted Spanish citizenship, followed by the United Kingdom (31.4 thousand), Italy (23 600), Greece (19
300) and Sweden (12 300). By contrast, the highest decreases in absolute terms were observed in Ireland (3 500
fewer persons were granted Irish citizenship compared with 2015), followed by Poland (300).

Highest naturalisation rate in Croatia, Sweden and Portugal

One commonly used indicator is the ’naturalisation rate’, defined here as the ratio between the total num-
ber of citizenships granted and the stock of non-national residents at the beginning of the same year. The EU
Member State with the highest naturalisation rate in 2016 was Croatia (9.7 acquisitions per 100 non-national
residents), followed by Sweden and Portugal (with 7.9 and 6.5 acquisitions per 100 non-national residents re-
spectively).
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Naturalisation rate, 2016 (per 100 non-national residents)
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Figure 9: Naturalisation rate, 2016(per 100 non-national residents)Source: Eurostat (migr acq)
and (migr poplctz)

Main recipients: Morroccans, Albanians and Indians

Viewed in terms of original citizenship, as in previous years, the largest groups were Moroccans (101 300,
corresponding to 10.2 % of all citizenships granted), followed by Albanians (67 500, or 6.8 %), Indians (41 700,
or 4.2 %), Pakistanis (32 900, or 3.3 %) and Turks (32 800, or 3.3 %). Compared with 2015, the number of Mo-
roccan citizens acquiring citizenship of an EU Member State increased by 17.7 %. The majority of Moroccans
acquired citizenship of Spain (37 %), Italy (35 %) or France (18 %), while the majority of Albanians received
Ttalian citizenship (55 %) or Greek citizenship(42 %). A large majority of Indians (59 %) received British citi-
zenship, around half of the Pakistanis received British citizenship (51 %) and half of the Turks received German
citizenship (50 %).

15% were former citizens of another EU Member State

Some 863.3 thousand citizens of non-member countries residing in an EU Member State acquired EU citi-
zenship in 2016, corresponding to a 19 % increase with respect to 2015. As such, citizens of non-member
countries accounted for 87 % of all persons who acquired citizenship of an EU Member State in 2016. These
new EU-28 citizens were mainly from Africa (30 % of the total number of citizenships acquired), Asia (21 %),
Europe outside of the EU-28 (20 %) and North and South America (15 %),

Citizens of EU Member States who acquired citizenship of another EU Member State amounted to 120.2
thousand persons, thus accounting for 12.1 % of the total. In absolute terms, the main groups of EU-28 citizens
acquiring citizenship of another EU Member State were Romanians becoming citizens of Italy (13.0 thousand
persons) or Germany (3.8 thousand persons), Poles becoming citizens of Germany (6.7 thousand persons) or
the United Kingdom (4.4 thousand persons), Italians becoming citizens of Germany (3.6 thousand persons) or
the United Kingdom (1.3 thousand persons), Bulgarians becoming citizens of Germany (1.7 thousand persons)
or the United Kingdom (1.2 thousand persons), British becoming citizens of Germany (2.7 thousand persons)
or Sweden (1.0 thousand persons) and Portuguese becoming citizens of France (2.6 thousands persons) or Lux-
embourg (1.1 thousand persons).
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In Luxembourg and Hungary the majority of new citizenships granted were to citizens of another EU Member
State. In the case of Luxembourg, Portuguese citizens accounted for the largest share, followed by French,
Italian, German and Belgian citizens, while in the case of Hungary EU nationals acquiring citizenship were
almost exclusively Romanians.

Source data for tables and graphs

e Migration and migrant population statistics: tables and figures

Data sources

Emigration is particularly difficult to measure; it is harder to count people leaving a country than those arriving.
An analysis comparing 2016 immigration and emigration data from the EU Member States (mirror statistics)
confirmed that this was true in many countries — as a result, this article focuses on immigration data.

Eurostat produces statistics on a range of issues related to international migration flows, non-national pop-
ulation stocks and the acquisition of citizenship. Data are collected on an annual basis and are supplied to
Eurostat by the national statistical authorities of the EU Member States.

Basis for data collection

Since 2008 the collection of migration, citizenship and asylum data has been based on Regulation 862/2007
; the analysis and composition of the EU, EFTA and candidate countries groups as of 1 January of the reference
year are given in the implementing Regulation 351/2010 . This defines a core set of statistics on international
migration flows, population stocks of foreigners, the acquisition of citizenship, residence permits, asylum and
measures against illegal entry and stay. Although EU Member States may continue to use any appropriate data
according to national availability and practice, the statistics collected under the Regulation must be based on
common definitions and concepts. Most EU Member States base their statistics on administrative data sources
such as population registers, registers of foreigners, registers of residence or work permits, health insurance reg-
isters and tax registers. Some countries use mirror statistics, sample surveys or estimation methods to produce
migration statistics. The implementation of the Regulation is expected to result in increased availability and
comparability of migration and citizenship statistics.

The data on the acquisition of citizenship are normally produced from administrative systems. The imple-
mentation of the Regulation is expected to result in increased availability and comparability of migration and
citizenship statistics.

As stated in Article 2.1(a), (b), (c) of Regulation 862/2007, immigrants who have been residing (or who are
expected to reside) in the territory of an EU Member State for a period of at least 12 months are enumerated, as
are emigrants living abroad for more than 12 months. Therefore, data collected by Eurostat concern migration
for a period of 12 months or longer: migrants therefore include people who have migrated for a period of one
year or more as well as persons who have migrated on a permanent basis.

Focusing on the definitions of age for migration flows, please note that 2016 data concern the respondent’s
age reached or age at the end of the reference year for all EU Member States with the exception of Ireland,
Greece, Austria, Malta, Romania, Slovenia and the United Kingdom (where data concern the respondent’s age
completed or on their last birthday).

Member States and EFTA countries by inclusion/exclusion of asylum seekers and refugees in
the data on population reported to Eurostat in the framework of the Unified Demographic data
collection Reference Year 2016

Note: Norway (Asylum seekers and refugees without residence permit are not included)

Member States and EFTA countries by inclusion/exclusion of asylum seekers and refugees in

the data on migration reported to Eurostat in the framework of the Unified Demographic data
collection Reference Year 2016

eurostat m Migration and migrant population statistics 18


http:/ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/images/7/79/Migration_and_migrant_population_statistics_11.4.2018.xlsx
http:/ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Eurostat
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32007R0862:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32010R0351:EN:NOT
http:/ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Asylum
http:/ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Administrative_data

Population as | Included Excluded
of 01.01.2017

Asylum seek- | Germany, Estonia, Ireland, Greece, Spain, France, Italy, | Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Repub-

ers usual | Cyprus, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Austria, Portugal, | lic, Denmark, Croatia, Latvia,

residents for | United Kingdom, Norway, Switzerland Lithuania, Hungary, Malta,

at least 12 Poland, Romania, Slovenia, Slo-

months vakia, Finland, Sweden, Iceland,
Liechtenstein

Refugees usual | Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany,
residents for | Estonia, Ireland, Greece, Spain, France, Croatia, Italy,
at least 12 | Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Hungary, Malta,
months Netherlands, Austria, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slove-
nia, Slovakia, Finland, Sweden, United Kingdom,Iceland,
Liechtenstein, Norway, Switzerland

Note: Norway (Asylum seekers and refugees without residence permit are not included); Ireland (Refugees

Migration for | Included Excluded
2016
Asylum seek- | Germany, Estonia, Greece, Spain, France, Italy, Luxem- | Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic,
ers usual | bourg, Netherlands, Austria, Portugal, United Kingdom, | Denmark, Ireland, Croatia, Cyprus,
residents for | Switzerland, Norway Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Malta,
at least 12 Poland, Romania, Slovenia, Slo-
months vakia, Finland, Sweden, Iceland,
Liechtenstein

Refugees Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany, | Cyprus
usual res- | Estonia, Ireland, Greece, Spain, France, Croatia, Italy,
idents for | Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Hungary, Malta, Nether-
at least 12 | lands, Austria, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Slo-
months vakia, Finland, Sweden, United Kingdom, Iceland, Liecht-

enstein, Norway, Switzerland

who do not live in a private household are not included)

" Refugee’ does not only refer to persons granted refugee status (as defined in Art.2(e) of Directive 2011/95/EC
within the meaning of Art.1 of the Geneva Convention relating to the Status of Refugees of 28 July 1951, as
amended by the New York Protocol of 31 January 1967) but also to persons granted subsidiary protection (as
defined in Art.2(g) of Directive 2011/95/EC) and persons covered by a decision granting authorisation to stay
for humanitarian reasons under national law concerning international protection.

Asylum seeker: First-time asylum applications are country-specific and imply no time limit. Therefore,
an asylum seeker can apply for first time in a given country and afterwards again as first-time applicant in any
other country. If an asylum seeker lodges again an application in the same country after any period of time,
(s)he is not considered again a first-time applicant.

Data on acquisitions of citizenship are collected by Eurostat under the provisions of Article 3.1.(d) of Reg-
ulation 862,/2007, which states that: 'Member States shall supply to the Commission (Eurostat) statistics on
the numbers of (...) persons having their usual residence in the territory of the Member State and having
acquired during the reference year the citizenship of the Member State (...) disaggregated by (...) the former
citizenship of the persons concerned and by whether the person was formerly stateless’.

Focusing on the definitions of age for acquisitions of citizenship, please note that 2015 data concern the re-
spondent’s age reached or at the end of the reference year for all EU Member States with the exception of
Germany, Ireland, Austria, Lithuania, Malta, Romania, Slovenia and the United Kingdom (where data concern
the respondent’s age completed or on their last birthday).

The ’naturalisation rate’ should be used with caution because the numerator includes all modes of acquisi-

tions and not just naturalisations of eligible residing foreigners and the denominator includes all foreigners,
rather than foreigners who are eligible for naturalisation.
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Context

Citizens of EU Member States have freedom to travel and freedom of movement within the EU’s internal borders.
Migration policies within the EU in relation to citizens of non-member countries are increasingly concerned with
attracting a particular migrant profile, often in an attempt to alleviate specific skills shortages. Selection can be
carried out on the basis of language proficiency, work experience, education and age. Alternatively, employers
can make the selection so that migrants already have a job upon their arrival.

Besides policies to encourage labour recruitment, immigration policy is often focused on two areas: preventing
unauthorised migration and the illegal employment of migrants who are not permitted to work, and promoting
the integration of immigrants into society. Significant resources have been mobilised to fight people smuggling
and trafficking networks in the EU.

Some of the most important legal texts adopted in the area of immigration include:

e Directive 2003/86/EC on the right to family reunification;

e Directive 2003/109/EC on a long-term resident status for non-member nationals;

e Directive 2004/114/EC on the admission of students;

e Directive 2005/71/EC for the facilitation of the admission of researchers into the EU;

e Directive 2008/115/EC for returning illegally staying third-country nationals;

e Directive 2009/50/EC concerning the admission of highly skilled migrants.

e Directive 2009/52/EC concerning employer sanctions;

e Directive 2011/95/EC on standards for the qualification of third-country nationals or stateless persons as
beneficiaries of international protection, for a uniform status of refugees eligible for subsidiary protection,
and for the content for the protection granted;

e Directive 2013/32/EU on common procedures for granting and withdrawing international protection;

e Directive 2013/33/EU on standards for the reception of applicants for international protection;

e Directive 2014/36/EU on seasonal workers;

e Directive 2014/66/EU on intra-corporate transferees;

e Directive 2014/67/EU on posted workers;

e Directive 2016/801/EU on students and researchers;

Within the European Commission, the Directorate-General for Migration and Home Affairs is responsible for
the European migration policy. In 2005, the European Commission relaunched the debate on the need for a
common set of rules for the admission of economic migrants with a Green paper on an EU approach to man-
aging economic migration (COM(2004) 811 final) which led to the adoption of a policy plan on legal migration
(COM(2005) 669 final) at the end of 2005. In July 2006, the European Commission adopted a Communication
on policy priorities in the fight against illegal immigration of third-country nationals (COM(2006) 402 final),
which aims to strike a balance between security and an individuals’ basic rights during all stages of the illegal
immigration process. In September 2007, the European Commission presented its third annual report on mi-
gration and integration (COM(2007) 512 final). A European Commission Communication adopted in October
2008 emphasised the importance of strengthening the global approach to migration: increasing coordination,
coherence and synergies (COM(2008) 611 final) as an aspect of external and development policy. The Stockholm
programme , adopted by EU heads of state and government in December 2009, set a framework and series of
principles for the ongoing development of European policies on justice and home affairs for the period 2010 to
2014; migration-related issues are a central part of this programme. In order to bring about the changes agreed
upon, the European Commission enacted an action plan implementing the Stockholm programme — delivering
an area of freedom, security and justice for Europe’s citizens (COM(2010) 171 final) in 2010.

In May 2013, the European Commission published the * EU Citizenship Report 2013 > (COM(2013) 269 fi-
nal). The report noted that EU citizenship brings new rights and opportunities. Moving and living freely
within the EU is the right most closely associated with EU citizenship. Given modern technology and the fact
that it is now easier to travel, freedom of movement allows Europeans to expand their horizons beyond national
borders, to leave their country for shorter or longer periods, to come and go between EU countries to work,
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http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32003L0086:EN:NOT
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http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52004DC0811:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52005DC0669:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52006DC0402:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52007DC0512:EN:NOT
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http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52010XG0504(01):EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52010DC0171:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52010DC0171:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52013DC0269:EN:NOT

study and train, to travel for business or for leisure, or to shop across borders. Free movement potentially
increases social and cultural interactions within the EU and closer bonds between EU citizens. In addition, it
may generate mutual economic benefits for businesses and consumers, including those who remain at home, as
internal obstacles are steadily removed.

The European Commission presented a European Agenda on Migration (COM(2015) 240 final) outlining im-
mediate measures to be taken in order to respond to the crisis situation in the Mediterranean as well as steps
to be taken in the coming years to better manage migration in all its aspects on 13 May 2015.

The European migration network annual report on immigration and asylum (2016) was published in April
2017. It provides an overview of the main legal and policy developments taking place across the EU as a whole
and within participating countries. It is a comprehensive document and covers all aspects of migration and
asylum policy by the Directorate-General for Migration and Home Affairs and EU agencies.

Legislative documents - European Agenda on Migration

Press material - European Agenda on Migration
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e Acquisition and loss of citizenship (ESMS metadata file — migr acqn_esms)
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e International migration statistics (ESMS metadata file — migr immi_esms)
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